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JOA Survey of the Soviet Repuolic of Kirgizstan v

L. Population

According to the census of 1959, Kirgizstan has a total popgik?
ation of 2,066,000. The Purk fieoples constitute the largest ° -
proportion of this figure, namely 1,2 million, that is to say’
$6.2 per cent. Next to Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan is the Soviet ;Zf‘
Republic of Turkestan with the largest percentage of Ruasiénﬂ.
There are as many as 600,000 Russians, that is 30.2 per cent )
of the total population, living in Kirglzstan. They have for yp
the most part settled in the northern region of Kirgizstan
and in the towns, that is to say in those areas where there L7
most industry. As a result of the growlng industrialization {
of Xirgizstan and the increasing exploitation of raw matefialé"
the influx of the Russians into Kirgizstan is constantly  °,..""'
increasing. 4

The Kirgiz population, which only constitutes 40.5 per cent
of the total population, lives mainly in the rural areas anﬂ

l.‘cl

in the monvteirege reciors. It has heen ousted by the Rusaiana
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- to Kirgizetan, is for the most t part populated by Uzbeks, who;;

—eonstitute practically 11 ¢ per cent of the population of
Kirgizstan.

The population of Kirgizstan can be divided up into the
following groups:

Total number of inhabitants: 2,066,000

Of these:
, Kirgiz 837,000 = 40,5%
L Uzbeks 219,000 = 10.6%
Kazakhs 2D,000 = 1,0% _
. Padzhiks 15,000 = 0,7%
I Uighurs (Bast :
' Turkestanians) 14,000 = 0.7%
i
i. Turkestanians 1,105, 000 = 53,5%
' Tatars 56,000 = 2,7%
l}. ' Purk peoples 1,161,000 = S56,2%
' Russians | 624,000 = 30,24
F o Ukrainians 137,000 =  6.6%

f
|
! _ Until 1959 Kirgigstan was divided into five regions, namely
J5.>f Pishpek (= Prunze), Issyk-Kul, Osh, Dzhala-Abad and Tien-

’ B Shan; nowadeys, however, there are only two regions - Osh angd.
F Tien-Shan. The other regions come under the direct admlnietr—
| ation of the Republic.

The reorganization of the Communist Party decreed by )
Ehrushchov on November 23, 1962, also means decie-~’ y
ive changes for Kirgizstan, Like the other Soviet Republics f?'u
of Turkestan, with the exception of Kagakhstan, Kirgizatan
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now comes under the administration of the: newly'cfeated
"Central Asiatic Bureau", which is subordinated to0 the Pres-
idium of the Central Committee of the Gommunist Party of the
Soviet Union. Kirgizstan likewise comes under the new central
administrations for cotton, irrigation, investments znd ocon-
struction in the kolkhozes and sovchozes, and also under the
Oentral Asiatic Economic Council, all of which are under the
competence of the Central Asiatic Bureau. The reorganization -
of the Party in the economic sector is also being carried out
in Kirgizstan, Thus two bureaus - one for the direction and
control of industry, the other for the direction and control
of agriculture, have already been set up in the CGentral Comm-
ittee of the Communist Party of Kirgizstan. The same buresus
have been established in the regions. Instead of the 37 rural
rayon Party committees which existed hitherto there are now
to be 21 production administrations for agriculture in Kirgig-
stan and also 21 Party committees. In addition, a Presidium
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Kirgigzstan
has also been created.

- The capital Pishpek (= Prunze), which is situated in the north

of Kirgizstan, in the valley of the River Tehu, has 217,000
inhabitants. Other important towns in Kirgizsten are Osh

(65,000 inhabitants, in the Fergana Valley), Karakol (= Prsheve .

alsk, 28,900 inhabitants, on Lake Issyk-Kul), KEizil-Kija
(27,700 inhabitants, in the Fergana Valley), Tokmak (26,600
inhabitants, situated between Pishpek and Iseyk-Kul), Suljukta
(18,200 inhabitants, in the Fergana Valley, south of Kokand),
Baligehi (= Rybatshi, 18,600 inhabitants, on Lake Issyk-Kul),
Kok-Jangak (16,500 inhabitants, in the Pergana Valley), Tash-
kumir (12,800 inhabitants, in the Pergana VAlley).

2., Posltion and features of Kirgizstan

Like the other Soviei Republics of Turkestan, Kirgizstan 1s a
frontier republic of the Soviet Union. In the east Kirgizstan
borders .on Bast Turkestan, now the province of Sinkiang, which

8 occupied by China. In 1924 Kirgizstan was proclaimed the

omous Region by the Soviet Russians, in 1926 the
ﬁ FIZFNTIAT ™ M rorcion nicores 50
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Autonomous Republic of Rirgizetan, and in 1936 the Union f"
Republic of Kirgizstan. Pishpek (= Frunze) has been the_‘\v,J.

LI
capital of Kirgizstan since 1924, T W

"
‘I-

Kirgizstan, most of vhich is situated in the mountains of‘ ‘ﬂl
Tien-Shan and Pamir-Alei, is a mountainous country, with’ ':f'
ranges which have an altitude of 12,000 to 15,000 feet. Oniy
in the north of Kirgizstan, where the valleys of the rivere
Tshu and Talass widen out, and in the south-west, where the .o
east border of the PFergana Valley belongs to Kirgizstan, is o
the land conesiderably lower and has an altitude of 1200 to 'y
1500 feet. These are the regions of Kirgizstan in which ’;';
climatic conditions are favoursble for agriculture, for here
there is sufficient rainfall. Here, %00, more traffic and
transport routes have been ovened up than elsewhere in the %
country. As a result of the poor quality of its soil and its
climate, the mountainous region of Kirgizstan is little ,'@fﬂf
suited for agriculture, but it is, however, rich in sourees', .
of water power and in valuable minerals. Because of the r,
inaccessible nature of many parts of this region the mlneral

reserves here have only been exvloited comparatively recenfiyr
and in some parts as yet not at ali, L

Kirgizstan is divided into two parts by the lofty mountain '"
ranges, - into & northern part, which includes the valleyﬁ“‘
of the Tshu and Talass ag well as Lake Issyk-Kul, and into a
southern part, which includes that part of the Pergena
Valley which belongs to Kirgizstan.

A'an K
50X1 ¢ p

Pishpek (= Frunze), the capital of Kirgizstan, is nituated ' :

i

in the northern part, in the valley of the River Tuhu, whilﬁé
E
the regions of Osh and Dzhala-Abad, which are rich in raw.gr&,

materials, lie in the southern piirt., Whereas moet of the” « }
mineral reserves are to be “ound in the southern rart of thﬂ‘f

countiry, the processing irdu,try is meinly located in the.- L
north and in particu .+ ‘i Pishpek (= Prun -). Hence most . GIW
the raw materials vrcis +- .4 in Pishpek (= Frunze) havé tpl*

faent there from tl. -~ - ster diatricta amd + ia 4hwnwnn-"b*
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" built here will, when completed, hold half a million cubic -

.River Naryn in the mountains. The Naryn, which rises at an

dustry of Kirgizetan but also for the Pergana Valley 350X1
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siderable difficulties, to which we shall however refer 1ater.‘j
60 per cent of the entire industrial production of Kirgizstan
is located in Pishpek (= Prunze).

Js Water supply industry in Kirgizstan

Thanks to the well-watered rivers Tshu, Talass and the Naryn
and Kara-Darya, which form the Syr-Darya, Kirgizstan poseessés#l
numerous water-vnower stations. The great abundance of water
and the steep gradient of the rivers Tshu and Naryn, which
rise high up in the mountains, have so far heen utilized to
advantage, namely to carry out extensive building projects
for dams and water-power stations. The Orto-Tokoi dam, which )
is to regulate the water distribution of the Tshu in the '3 
mountains, is being constructed at an altitude of 5,250 feet |
in the Tien-Shan mountains. The huge reservoir which is being

metres of water. In this way not only large areas of north
Kirgizstan will be irrigated but also vast -areas in the
gouthern plain of Kazakhstan, for most of the River Tshu flows
through Kazakhstan. The construction of the Tshu irrigation.
system in Kirgizstan was already begun in 1931, Part of this
project was completed in 1939, but extension projects are
8till being carried out, such as the east dbranch of the Big
Tshu Canal. Large areas in the region of Pishpek (= Frunsze)
are alréady irrigated with water from the Tehu.

Large water-power stations are also being built along the
altitude of almost 12,000 feet in the mountains south-east- off‘
Lake Issyk-Kul, flows threcugh two-thirds of Kirgizstan. The =
water-power stations on the Shearichan Palls and the water-
power station of Vyssozk which are being erected here will;t ?j
when completed, be extremely important not only for the in- “5;

Uzbekistan. In addition, construction is in progress on a
wafer-power station in Utsh-XKurgan on the Naryn in the hortﬁ-f
ern Fergane Valley, which is to supply the industry of this f}f
valley with electricity. A high-voltage overhead line ies at ' i%

L GORFIGENTIAL
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present also being erected from Andidzhan (Fergana Valley, ﬁ
belonging to Uzbekistan) via the towns of Kara-Su and Osh to'

Dzhala-Abad (all of them in Kirgizstan).

A1l these water-supply reserves in Kirgizstaen are to be made L
available for the economy of Kirgizstan as well as for the
economy of Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Tadzhikistan. Plans
are also being considered for the setting up of a new in- o
dustrial centre in the central Tien-Shan region, namely for‘"m\
large raw-meterials processing industrial concerns, which
need considerable electricity. An electric furnace plant cen
for instance be set up on the basis of the iron ore deposits ~*
in the Tien-Shan mountains. Coal deposits are also found in
PR this region. As was already mentloned, the raw materials of . .~
' " the Tien-Shan mountains have not yet been exploited to the ‘
full, but it has already been ascertained that there are huge: :

;; : ‘ deposits of ironm, coal and rare minerals here. Recently !
. o deposits of nepheline syenites have been discovered here. This
o 318 a new raw material which is used in the production of e
aluminium. -
4, The indus of Kirgizstan

The most important raw materials in Kirgizstan are coa111eﬁd;
mereury and antimony. Petroleum deposits are veginning to.
play an increasingly important part. Mining has been carried |
on in Xirgizetan since time immemoriel. During the Soviet< .. -
" era working of the coal mines has been intensified and mo&A‘_u-
ernized in order to provide Russian industry with a larger
‘amount of coal. The most important coal seams are located in"
' the side~valleys of the Pergana Valley in the southern part
of Kirgizetan, in Kizil-Kija, Suljukts and Usgen-Tujuk {al1l

B3

. 4in the region of Osh), in Kok-Jangak and Tashkumir (in»the 50X1

- - region of Dzhala-Abad), as well as near the town of Naryn ang -
in Soguta on Lake Issykmxul. The type of coal found in~
Kirgizstan has a carbon content which varies betwsen that of

lignite and hard coal. The coal seams in Kizil-KiJa anﬂ Iok— -

nhuﬂp—\

GELHIJ ill. ﬂ Fn rnh"“" P!onppr“
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Jangak are of importance to the entire Soviet Union and are

amongat the most prolific raw material deposite in the Pergana
basin.

There are numerous lead deposits, especially in the north ‘but
also in Qentral Kirgizstan. The largest deposits are located
in Aktjus on Lake Issyk-Kul and in Buurda, likewise in North
Kirglzstan. The deposits found near Aktjus are impoertant not .
only for Kirgizstan but also for the entire Soviet Union.

L
Kirgizstan is the main supplier of mercury for the Soviet-7
Union. The largest deposits in the entire Soviet Union are
found in Kirgizstan. With the growing demand of industry the
importance of mercury is increasing more and more. Hence the
deposits found in Kirgizstan are extremely important. for
Russian industry. They are located in that part of the Pergana
basin which belongs to Kirgizstan, namely in Chaidarkan &nd
Tshauvaj (both south of the town of Fergana), and also in
Kadamdzhaj (east of Chaidarkan). All these places belong to
the region of Osh. Antimony is also found there, and Kirgiz-
stan is a2lso the main supplier of this raw material for the
Soviet Union. Before exploitation of the antimony deposits in
Kirgizstan began the Soviet Union was obliged to import this
raw material from abroad.

o

The exploitation of petroleum in Kirgizstan is steadily in-
creasing. As recently as 1960,60 large new oil-fields,which
are sald to be the most prolific of all the oil-~-fields in
Kirgizstan, were ascertained on lake Issyk-Kul. Petroleum is
also raised from the deposits in Mailisaj, Enkunimsaj,
Mailisu and Shingsaj in the northern part of the Pergana
Valley. Exploitation of these deposits only began during
World War II, when there was a greater demand on the part of
the Soviet Union for o0il and the oil-fields in the west of
the USSR and in the Caucasus could not be operated. 0il-
fields are also located in Tangir-Tash near Dzhala-Abad,ae
well as in Teke-Bel and Ak-Mastshik. These o0il-fields were
only exploited after World War II. They all helong to the
deposits of the Fergana basin. Natural gas is also obtained

P N W S
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Iron ore deposits are found on Lake Issyk-Kul, but they are
not very important. The extent to which the iron ore deposite
in the mountains will some day be exploited, is mnot known.
Radio-active minerals are found near Dzhetioghuz in the Tien-
Shan mountains, In addition, small deposits of gold, tin,
molybdenum, cobalt and other rare metals are found in Kirgiz-
stan. There is a sulphur deposit near Tangir-Tash (11 miles
from Dghala-Abad),

5. The agriculture of Kirgizstan

In sfité of the fact that most of the country consists of high
mountains, Kirgizstan has an important agriculture. Its most
important branches are cattle-raising and the cultivation of
grain and sugar-beet,

Cattle-raising is the largest sector of Kirglzstan's agricult-

ure, Balf of all the arable land is used for pasture, that is

for cattle-raising, which is carried on in the mountainous
region of Kirgizetan, Sheep-rearing consfitutes the main
branch of cattle-ralsing in Kirgizstan. Goats and horned
cattle are also raised. The mairn districts in which grain and,
in particular,wheat is cultivated are the valleys of the £shu
and Talass and the area round Lake Issyk-Kul. Here, too, a
large quantity of fruit and vegetables is grown, Cotton cult-
ivation, horticulture and silkworm breeding are located in
southern Kirgizstan, in the Pergana Valley. In North Kirgiz-
stan there are an extensive sugar-beet cultivation and
tobacco pidntations. -

6, Traffic and transport routes in Kirgizstan
a! Bailways

The traffic and transport network of Kirgizstan has only been.

developed to a limited extent owing to the fact that much of
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~t . .;"' the cbuntry ie practically inaccessible ’becauee oi’ ita alti~ '
tude, Pishpek (= Prunze) was only linked .up with -the genez-g‘l
s " railway network im 1924, when & branch-lime’of the Turk=Siv’’

. Bailway between the towns of Dzhambul and Adma Ata was bullt !
‘ © from Lugovekoil to Pishpek (= Frunze). This line was subaeqten‘i

e 1y extended as far as Leke Issyk-Rul, and North Kirgizstan
| . % L' 18 thue comnected with the general railway network of Turk~ '
‘ estan and with that of the Soviet Union. : R
: ]

The important industrial towns in southern Kirg;.zstan are -,
linked up with the rallway of the Pergana Valley by bran;iiu-
railwaya, and in this way the rapid trensport of the raw
materials found in this region is facilitated. Thus the towns
of Osh, Dzhala-Adad, Kok-Jangak, Kizil-Kija and Tashkumir ali.
have railway stations. - LT, t‘e,‘ -

v L r

.. ’ AL I )
.

-

WA APES The railway.network of Turkestan waas described in detail 1.:1

¥ A
{ 1'; o'“" \ Ny *

.2 o o ! ]: e | 4
‘2-’*?1“3'"&-—5‘,%,4»” }, Report FNo. 14, which also included 'a map of the’ratlways. In
el i ok I S
“i v%‘gfﬁé‘-‘.}f . . the' aame report mention was also made of the railways’ 1n*-rﬂ -
e, BN gh:" l.tirgizetan. h
o "qg.-. AR ""“ N . P

R S - syt

> 'y ";‘yf‘ < N . ] ’ s ! . ~ !‘3‘ s
- KN 14 . . v .‘|‘.¢ "
k‘ :’-‘(’;f- i :2'.'-5' - ‘.. x - 421‘\‘.,
A AT ) Romds - ' A

3ane s..v lkl“n . hd * !&:y\...l

L ' ." __\“ .ﬂﬂ. :»“- ' .
Vo ,,.,,i“««'., e, '.l'he Tien-8han mountain ran‘,ge divides Kirgigatan into two S
- . ' '

.

E{.gn; R r" . perts, In order to reach the southern and western regionm Tl
i‘ ‘ ‘Tr .uf: frmn the nor'thern region, one has to travel for two daya by‘
sl " "’\ D “’ train thrnugh threc Republica - Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan ando-. -
AT -'b-.""_"' Lo Tadzhiklstan. The route procesds firet of all from Pinhpek 4‘
(= ";B’mnze) {n'a wetterly direction to Lypvaekol’: Eere :the v
TuixifibiBailwey 1s reached, which: leads in a Boutherly’ﬂi 3
ection ‘via sthe: towna of Dzhambul and Tshimkent .to. fmaahkent 1
Pi'om here. the _railway proceeds first-in a eoutherly and latnn

R

;n an easterly direction through theff _Pergana Yalley and’ via L

toka.nd ‘to° Ouh. B . oo SR Y
L T eEt el - fr 5ox1'“"
Bince the, indu,atrial concerns of the region and ‘tOwn 'or P:l.uh—

bek (% l'runse) are i'or the-‘-mos‘t nnﬁ- ﬂun'n1'|na--r4+'h b crmr "1-191‘353"
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.bf."\:"' * & ials from the southern part of Kirgizs’atan,- this roundaboué: ;f"*
SR R :ra'ilv‘nay route to a considerable ‘extent oomplicates the tran_s-',
) e port of these rew materials to the processing centrea.;lpﬁl b
tel . » , . much valuable time and money are wasted in this way. " "'s'.," \J-,l
- ' : %
. - . , And until comparatively recently there was no direct gommun-—_ e
o ‘:- o jeation by road between the northern and the western and ‘o ,{‘:
;';'-_‘“?"ﬁ-“ . ‘eouthern regiona of Kirgizsetan. For this reason conetruction .
| P began a few years ago on a motor highway from Pishpek . '3
. (= Prumze) to Osh, which hes now been completed. This road ia,
! h .’ the shortest route through the ‘Tien-Shan mountains and only )y .‘
e ) ¢ o about one-third as long a&s the above-méntioned ra.ilway routo by
"y 5‘3,;"-_._ ., =~ " This new motor highway is of considerable economic importance"
A for the Soviet Union, for it not only links up the capital
.._\j_:fé.a o i of Kirgizstan with the southern regions of the country, bu%
w e . - _also opens up the central mountainous regions to traffic.
" ':.“ " i"".'-_ : ‘¢ - ’ L, W . . T
Y e ’ cT . . T cus
We. b - |
..i,}" IR A detailed deecription of the; road network of Turkeatan *waa
I O LA elready given, in Beport Fo. f‘19, which -algo 1nc1uded ) map.f

i 5 "";:'a . '

F“iﬁ‘tg‘t ot Since the above-menjtioned motor highway was not yet com-""
j‘,l“"t-' Tt Tt -pleted at that time,Lno reference was made to it in the saiﬂ X
A 2T cpeport. We now therefore 1nolude some deteils.

o <0 T IR CIE < P S - N . .
I J oyt o2 1y ‘..‘:\’ . e P
"‘1? _ f€ el -.-‘1., ‘I'his mot ox highway prooeeda from Piehpek (c Frunze) in a -

v R A J‘"
‘oo o ¢ . 8puthwesterly direction through the Tien—shan mountains 'l:o N

L&’j';{tii‘;:ff ‘-_’*,;:. T ;1 Tasbkumir in the northern part of the Pergana Valley, whéré"
Pi:.;f.{!-i:“;" : - ‘“:g large coal deposits are 1ooated. Prom here it oontinuea in_'al:
; #@“‘iw‘};a ,.‘ '(: :'I south-easterly diz:gc'tion via. the _town of nzhala,-lbad to i‘::‘.:
’%;z“;.{.’%;‘;;n Osh. This motor «pighway links",up “the entire Pergina Va]_.}_e\y:;__
I"}",’ 5’_}3:& ﬁ o _which- belemga to Ku‘gi‘zstan and 1.5= rich in important; 'iaw ;‘;."‘F
NP ;-;-‘;‘;_‘u- martériala, -%ith the- industrial areas in North nrgigstan Yo
.r;, %,}'@_, _;. f—'rt 1aiimogm a8 tne ”Big E:Lrg‘j:z Road%, . = 3,“: S 35 ,.&

| -m, ..r. e —:“" : IR Lot ' v, «m,_ 5,,‘"3

sty A **,'.‘z}c l.," Via, Osh Ahis notor .highway a'l*so links up Pieh,pekn.'f

. 5&{""( : : - s h W', Wy .n-!"
SEAL 2 wi*bh 'l:he Panirq, alpine road, which :f.'rom Osh procéed%o';(? aé_;
'southerly direction into the Pamira region and, running;,j&?
pa:‘ala.el to the Arghan frontier, 1vead ta»,t‘ne frontier “toqn
a h!'" 2] gp .2 b‘g ?-J"‘““ \’ "'ﬁ'wﬁ; b
i( . [ f. I ‘ iqh ri’ Ff 4L .lfn\. . }?‘ ,4'* !ﬁ" Jy{ﬁs‘gﬁ
T m\ Farmialy Bikamf. 5, 'f"_. P Tl
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- In & southeasterly direction a good mbtor highway aleo leadsh’

et A

ﬁ.xi.-\- o

0 For ISER e

LA

of Chorog. From here an excellent motor lighway proceeds to *.'%
Duchambe, the capital of Tadzhikistan. S N

Osh also possesses a good motor highway which, proceeding in',
an easterly direction across the Terek Pass (altitude 11 700
feet), which forms the border between West and East Turkeatanh‘
links 1% up with Kashgar in East Turkestan. This highway, fT
which was greatly improved some years ago, is mainly used for‘r
the transport of goods in the trade between Russia and Ohina..
Prom Osh there 1s also another road across the mountains, via”_
the frontier town of Ergshtam, to East Turkestan. Thie old
highway continues as far as Kashgar (about 300 milee away). e
There is also another good road from Osh to the important €?~
industrial town of Kizdl-Kija, which lies to the southweat of

Osh., '

. :\-“
S i .
North Kirgizstan likewise has a number of good motor highwqys,‘
énd hence the agpital Pishpek (= Prunze) is fevourably situated“
as regards traffic and transport routes. In a northeasterly
directlon there is a good motor highwey from Pishpek (= f
Prunze) to Alma Ata, the capital of Kazakhstan. This road gom:
Tinues via Dzharkent (frontier town of East Turkestan) to.
Urumtshi in East Turkestan,

&*o

e
"oy
,.L

In a poutheasterly direction a motor highway proceeds via thé
town of Dzhambul to Tashkent. This entire road, which links | *5*
up the three capitals of Uzbekistan, Kirgizstan and Kazakhsfkﬁ'
..(Tashkent, Pishpek and Alma Ata), has in recent years conﬂtant&
iy been widened and improved. The widening project was conﬁ ‘

pleted in 1959. | - }",}f§$
: I , .l;ﬁ._-

from Pishpek - (m Prunze) via the town of Tokmak to Be.li.qs‘ﬁf::"1 1A
(= Rybatehi) on’the western shore of Lake Issyk+Kulx, Thiaﬂi"ﬁ

road continues in a ‘southerly direction’ via the- t'éivn of 5ox1mm
in the Tien-Shen mountains to the Terek Paas.,Here It joine? ]
he réad -from Osh which proceeds Yo Kashgar in East Turkeata

CONTIRERTIAL L formian raaraf 4 ’?'7- -’1{‘:
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el g Along the north d south shores .of Lake Ieeyk-l{ul therodg

- ' . "also a motor highway, which leads from Baliqshi to the;;bolgff.

Tk of Xarakol (= Prshevalsk). It is known as the Iseyk-tul mng.; #

na

fne road along the north shore was only widened in reoentw"- —?~
years. PFormerly there was only a narrow country-roed th;e:pg ﬂ:}“
. Prom Karakol (= Prshevalsk) a road leads in an easterly dir-‘-"?
r . . ection across the frontier to Aksu in Bast Turkestan.-

3 ‘n
. “ " ) ';J
1

) , There is also a good road from Pishpek (= Prunze) in a north-,*
N .. .erly direction via the town of Tshu (railway station) to.thé'-“

L e

. " . town of Tshimpek, at the southern end of Lake Balkash. e

3 “

>

' - -
. As can be seen from the road network of Kirgiszetan, Piehpe‘t“{:%

I
" . (4. Frunze) in particular has good traffic and transport .,.‘ *%
T v routee in every direction, Neces:51tated by the frontier;@mp

. g 1‘cion of Bast Turkestan there are several very good mota!',; ﬁ.
' '-".f. highwaye from Kirgigstan to East Turkestan. The ma.;}or pgg‘lgw, p

of the trade in goods between Russia and“China paseee alongs*‘

% these roads. As a result of the mountainous character of -’ *s'

. '.'“"_‘ Kirgizetan most of the roade are very steep and thereforo‘“t :'t

'_._")-—'.'_' ar ‘difficult for. traffic. All the roeds which cross the na\mta

+ . and lead to Bast Turkestan have been built at a conei&er'wﬂ

' s‘ ~ altitude end are frequently snowed up in the w:mter mon”‘thﬂ.#ﬁs
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Pondae - Ther entire Soviet Republic of Kirgizstan belongs to thﬁ “-f ";ﬁ
R ofﬁoially prohibited zone of the Soviet Union, “which .forq,z,—,,.
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M Eb
III. Data on the capital of Kirgizstan *-wé
P1ishpek (= Frunze) . . -
Bt 3 T S T T T I 5 4 ] b ';

1. Popition and Development of the town of Pishpek (= Frunge)

Pishpek (= Prunze), the capital of Kirgizstan, is situated in
the fertile valley of the well-watered river Tshu in the ex- ”‘2
treme north of the Soviet Republic of Kirgizstan,-To the south f
of the town, which is situated at an altitude of 2,250 teet 4.
above sea-level, lie the ramges of the lofty Ala-Tau mountainﬁﬁ?
whose snow-clad peaks one cen see from the town. To the north,
not far from the town, there is the vast steppe which extends
as far as Kagakhstan.

Owing to. its position Pishpek (= Prunze) has a definitely ]
e continental ‘climate with hot summers and temperatures of up o
*  104° Panrenheit, But because. of the altitude of the town and ¥,

~

< the proximity of the mountains the climate 1s gquite bearable.

= g
-

L)
"

t S . Prior to Russian conquest Kirgizstan belonged to the Khanate.

| . _ ~ of Kokand, The present town of Pishpek was built on the site

|- {; .o "~ of the 0ld fortress of Piehpek, which was erected by the Khan-
e ) ete of Kokand 1in 1825. After this fortress was seized by the .

, - _ . Rdssiane in 1862,the latter set up a military settlement here
oL t‘in order to be better able to rule the country; for the Kirgia
;f,_\ - 8ince they are a mountain people are particularly treedom- _ ]
' ' loving and have always ceused the Ruesian conquerors a 1ot or

trouble. As a result of the favourable mountainous position
~ofxtheir country the Kirgis people were able to put up an ;éz:
, e | ca armad reeietance againat the Russians for deocades.,. When i'¥
1916 revélte ageinet the Russians broke cut in every part’of
... Purkestan, Kirgizstan was one of the main centres. In 1916
e end 1917 eountlese Kirgiz were massacred by. the Russians‘in f
o ‘ E;. : “the region between.?iahpek and Lake. isayk-xul as far as“‘*fJ
T ] rakol (- ?rsha%alsk) In the years after the Rusaian'October

SR Vi v S
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.‘Bevolution the Kirgiz peaeants played & particularly active
- part fin fighting in the Basmatshi movement, the Turkeatanian
" iibveration army. Later, when the superior stremgth of the
Bussiane became too great, some of the Kirgiz peasants

succeeded in eaceping to Bast Turkestan. .

— e ——

Al

_ In order to give the Turkestanians and, in particular, the
S Kirgiz people a warning for “all time", the town of Piahpek‘
L o - was renamed Prunze in 1926 after the Commander-in-Chief of
S, ' ,the Turkesgtanian front in the year 1919. Prunze was born in
- !ishpek in 1885 as the son of a Russian colonist, and a hugé -
" . .. momuént was erected in Pishpek to the "grest son® of the -, .

town.
. e . . s

.k M L LI

- *
- 4 - - - - -

o v In 18?8 Pishpek was ‘raised to the status of a town, but it
" ;'“~ . was neither of 'great economic¢ mnor political importance. In

3 -I: > 1914 1ts population only numbered 14,000, It was not until" +
}ﬁ;;‘:figif: Alithe. Soviet Eifwsians partitioned Turkestan and made Pishpek
'ﬁr‘;“#f wi‘*&ﬁrhﬁhe uapital 0fttnrgizstan that the Soviets began to stress 1ta
l ﬁ;f ?:%;f' ;‘ Amportance as a political, economic and cultural centre. Aa~'
- ;\} & result of ¥he exaggerated size of the adminlstrative anﬁ
ot kf} iy *military apparatus, the population, the majority of whom dro

, Bussians. rapidly began to increase. Whereas in 1926 Pishpek
+ ”v {m= Prunze} hed 36,600 1nhabitants, this number hed increased
; .- " %o 92,600 by 1939 end even to 217,000 by 1959. Parallel to

: the growth of Pishpek (= Prungze) as a.town of officiale and
o military*pqrsonnel, ite industrialization and hence also its.
LI 7. Population: increased above all during end after World War I3,
N o o ﬂﬁeday B0 per cent of. the total industrial production of
.‘ 5‘3 . %Iirgizutan is, provided Dy the town and region of Pishpek
b “""J?, tt !bunze). _ , . ) :

s L Uﬁi‘"lximﬂ!_ R BRI
.‘,I | .‘rg ﬂqn nn_s‘! rI - ." - -' . ‘5OX1

v

’ ¥
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2, The Character of the town of Righpek (= Frunge)

- Like Alma Ata, Ashkhabad and Duchambe, Pishpek {= Prunze) in
P o N0 way resembles a Turkestanian town. As a result of the rapid
growth of the population during the past decades, the present
appearance of the town was only created during the past 30

¢« years. As has also been the case in the ahove-mentiomed towns,
‘ the planning of Pishpek (= Prunze) was determined by the Russ-
lans, and all the streets proceed in a north to south ot in g
west to east direction. The aspect of the town which has thue
ensued is entirely foreign to the Turkestanian population, for

1t 1s that of a colonial town. In Pishpek (= Prunze), too, all
the streets have Russian names,

The main streets are straight and wide ang planted with trees.

Numerous green spaces, flower-bedeg and parke have been laid
out in the town.

-

The centre of the town is situated round the Tsentral!nyy
Ploshchad (= square). The government and Party buildings, the
theatre, opera, Academy of Sciences, the Museum of the PFine
Arts and the National Library are located here. Other govern-
ment buildings are situated near Dubovyy Part in the Ulitsa

(= street) Dzerzhinskogo, one of the main streets of Pishpek
(= Prunze), which traverses the town in a north to south dir-
ection. This street connects the centre of the town with the
railwey station, which is situateq in the south of the town. 50X1
The street is lined on both sides by large blocks of houses,
“The main business sireet, the Ulitsa Sovetekays, is situated
east of the Ulitsa Dzerzhinskogo and lesds to the Oulture Park
and to the Komsomol lake in the northern part of the town.

The ruins of the 0ld fortress of Pishpek can still be Been ;
todey at the northeastern end of the Ulitsa Lenina, which is |
8ituated in the north of the town. In former times this was the |
014 part of the town, with caravanserais, tea-houses and f
Turkestanian houses, which were however alkl demolished when ?

|
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To the west of the centre of the town there is the university
and college centre, namely beiween the imeni Panfiliva Park
and the Univerzitetskaya Ploshchad. Pishpek (= Prunze) poss-
esses a university (since 1951), 9 colleges, including a

medical institute, an agricultural institute and a pedagogic»
institute for women, as well as the Academy of Sciences of
Rirgizstan {since 1954) and a pedagogic research institute.In
addition, Pishpek [= Frunze) also possesses a gtate opera and
ballet theatre, a Kirgiz and a Russian playhouse, a Kirgiz
marionette theatre, as well as numerous cinemas, clubs and
other cultural institutions. There are also three museums in
Pishpek (= Frunze), one of which is @ blg historical museum
where the exhibits on display give & survey of the social,
cultural, political and economic life of the Xirgiz people
from earliest times up to the present day. Another museum has
been set up in the house in which the Russian Frunze was born,
in the Ulitsa Frunze.

Pishpek receives its water supply from irrigation trenches
through which the rivers that come down from the Ala-Tau
mountains are diverted. In the north of the town there is a
canal of the Tshu irrigation system. Thanks to countless
irrigation trenches eand canalg extensive gardsns and an im-
portant agriculsural centre have sprung up round Pishpek

(= PFrunze).

The industrisl area of the town is located in the west, that
is to say to the west of the Ulitsa Molodoy Gyardii on the
edge of the town. The railway skirts the southern part of the
town. The goods station of Pishpek (= Prunze), which still

. bears the official designation nPishpek Goods Station", has
the largest trans-shipment of goods in the whole of Kirgiz-
stan,

There are varioue health and summer resorts in the vqunity

of Pishpek (= Prunze), -as for instance in the valley of the
Biveﬁﬁ%arch¢1and‘on Take Issyk-Kul, which is situated about
il

L » 'L.,:nl :.‘.
: NR_EFTPre ieer
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94 miles east of Pishpek (= Frunze) at an altitude of 4,800
feet above sea-level, As a result of volcanic activity, Lake
Xssyk-Kul is not fronzen up in the winter. '

2. _Industry in Pishpek (= Prunze)

Pishpek (= Prunze) is today an important industrial town,
which does not confine itself solely to the food and textile
industries but also and above all concentrates on the metal
processing and engineering industries. It was during World
_War II in particular that Pishpek's industry developed, above *
all by the transfer of industrial concerns from the west to f"
O this region when the Soviet Union lost large industrial areas .
- in the west. Most of these concerns were engineering ang -
- metal processing works. Since the Russians realized at that
' time that 1t is not advisable to concentrate all the industry
of the Soviet Union in one region, many of the industrial
’ concerns that had been transferred to Turkestan and thus alsgo
| . to Pishpek (= Prunze) remained there after the war and in the
years that followed were expanded estill further.

~

The raw materiasls used in the metal processing and engineering:
industries are for the most part supplied to Pishpek (=
. - e Mrunze) from remote regions since there are few raw materials
- ,,-’” in the vicinity of the town. The food industry, on the other‘
h hand, obtains i1ts rew materials from the fertile agricultural
districts in the neighbourhood of Pishpek (= Prunze), from
. i the valleys of the rivers Tshu and Talass, as well as from
. . the rdgion round Lake Isesyk-Kul.

« Ul a) Metal rd“éesi and_engineering industries

"% The metal processing and engineering industries of Pishpek
e {= Erunze) are manifold. There are, above all, large engin-

_50X1
CONTInE e
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eering works and important machine-too} factories, as well as

a factory which produces metal-processing machines in the “town.
The "Selchos Pransport’ works malke maechine-tools. for agricult-
ural mechines. In addition, there is also en accumulator works
in Pishpek.

Agricultural machines and spare parts are produced in large

guantities in Pishpek (= Prunze). The biggest factory in this
branch of ppaduction is the #tprunze Works". In addition, there
ig also a factory which makes chains for agricultural machines.

The "Igani] Metalist"” works makes various spare parts for

- agricultural machinee. Pishpek (= Frunze) also possesses
factories which make.agricultural implements, blcycles and
pawing machines, as well as & motor-repair works.

L 'Pl*zood,industrx
: _~¢i§ﬁé fiost important factory of the food industry in Pishpek
T, ?g'\@?_?:unze) is the extremely large meat combine, which¥is con-
- gtantly being modernized and which ijg of considerable import-
oL e ance not only for Kirgizstan but also for the entire Boviet
rﬁﬁﬂwaggf"’ff_fnniog. It is the third largest meat combine in the whole of
A "' the USSR, In addition to cerning factories, the meat cqmbine
5§56 has large refrigerator plants. The size of this combine
ig due to the extensive cdttle-raising carried on'in Kirgigs
stan, for the products of cettle-raising have to be deliﬁered
to this combine, where they are then processed.

The grain cultivated in the region of Pishpek is processed 1in
a large milling combine and in a bread combine in the town.
There is a large dairy concern in Pishpek (= Prunze) and a
number of sugar factories in the immediate vicinity of the
e town, namely in EKant and Kalinin. The beverages industry is
- represented by & champagne distillery, a beer brewery and a
_ #pirits factory. Pishpek {= Frunze) also possesseﬁ'p;tobacco
.t -+ and fermentetion works, as well a8 a sweets factorys’

i e 4
L
ln.

i
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c)- Textile and leather industries apd other works

20X1

The textile and leather industries are likewlse well repreaent—iﬁ'
ed in Pishpek (= Prunze). Although cotton has to be supplied
to Pishpek (— Frunze) from the Fergana Valley, the town has

a cotton mill a woven goods industry, as well as a stocking
factory. The textile industry and the ready-made c¢lothing
factories are supplied with wool from the big sheep-rearing
4ndustry in Kirgizstan. The two leather factories, the
saddlery works and the shoe factory in Pishpek (= Prunze) alec
receive their raw materials from this same source.

In addition, there is a book-printing works, a match factory,
as well as a factory which makes relnforced concrete products.
There are also several brickworks which make bricks and tiles

for roofing. |

4 Power supply in Pishpek (= Prunze)

We have already mentioned the power supply of Kirglzstan in

power stations on the Tshu and Faryn, which are in a position
to supply Pishpek (= Frunze), there are also several power
stations of local importance in the town itself, which
provide the industries there with an adequate supply of elect-
riclity.

Owing to the proximity of high mountains, the town has an
adequate water supply.

g, Traffic and transport routes

The road and railway routes from and to Pishpek {= Prunze)
have slready been dealt with in detail on page g et aeq.

ﬂ”rn 20X1
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Air traffic in particular plays an important part in Pishpek
(= Prunze). The town possesses a large airport and there are
direct airlines to Moscow and .Trashkent. In gddition, there are
also services to all the large towns of Kirgizstan, such as
.- '0eh, Dzhala-Abad and Karakol (= Prshevalsk).
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